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Netiquette Guidelines for Posting to Online Discussions 
 
These rules are taken from Netiquette. They reflect general best practices with a brief definition of how this all works. These 
rules are concise yet complete. Generally, let the light of the gospel shine through your interactions online and use our core 
values while decision making about posts. 
 
Rule 1. Remember the human. Never forget that the person reading your posting is, indeed, a person, with feelings that can 
be hurt. It's not nice to hurt other people's feelings. Never post anything you wouldn't say to your reader's face. 
 
Rule 2. Adhere to the same standards of behavior online that you follow in real life. Be ethical. Be respectful. Breaking the 
law is bad Netiquette. 
 
Rule 3. Know where you are in cyberspace. Netiquette varies from domain to domain. Lurk before you leap. Try to fit in 
with the tone and style of the discussion. That doesn't mean you should erase the few traces of individuality that remain to 
you after years of formal schooling. Just behave like a participant in a constructive discussion. 
 
Rule 4. Respect other people's time and bandwidth. Post messages to the appropriate discussion group. Try not to post 
comments that don't add anything to the discussion. Don’t ask off-topic questions in online discussion. When appropriate, 
use private email instead of posting to the group.  
 
Rule 5. Make yourself look good online. Consider the MEAL plan when posting initial work. Check grammar and spelling 
before you post. Know what you're talking about and make sense. Don't post flame-bait. 
 
Rule 6. Share expert knowledge. Offer answers and help to people who ask questions on discussion groups. 
 
Rule 7. Help keep flame wars under control. "Flaming" is what people do when they express a strongly held opinion 
without holding back any emotion. Don’t flame. Don't respond to flame-bait. Don't post spelling or grammar flames. If 
you've posted flame-bait or perpetuated a flame war, apologize. 
 
Rule 8. Respect other people's privacy. Don't read other people's private email.  
 
Rule 9. Don't abuse your power. The more power you have, the more important it is that you use it well. 
 
Rule 10. Be forgiving of other people's mistakes. You were a network newbie once too! 
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